"malaria as a disease" in the pre-DDT era must not be forgotten, for, as he states, "it is of great importance to keep alive the excitement of the malaria story, an aim to which this publication is dedicated".
The author successfully meets this aim. The design of the book itself is simple and attractive and immediately offers both the specialist and non-specialist reader a fascinating insight into the debates as well as the problems and politics that have thwarted attempts over the centuries to eradicate and control malaria. The book is divided into three parts: 'The yesterday of malaria', ' However, Friedlander's central thesis imposes limitations on the material and at times seems overstated. Unlike Michael Burleigh, whose outstanding book on German "euthanasia" appeared one year earlier, Friedlander shows little interest in the economic roots of Nazi medical policy or in the pre-history of euthanasia in the Weimar era psychiatric reform movement. Determined to point out the connections between euthanasia and genocide, he offers too narrow an account of the origins of the "final solution". That the path to Auschwitz was "twisted" and was reached by trial and error-as Karl Schleunes so convincingly demonstrated-seems to contradict Friedlander's claims, which ignore such causative considerations as the impact of the war on Nazi racial policy or the strength of anti-Semitic sentiment in the German population.
Finally, the book is plagued by an even more significant problem. Friedlander argues against the notion of "medicalized killing", repeatedly insisting that the murderous campaigns had little to do with medicine, and that doctors' constant presence at gassings was merely incidental. That the physicians who staffed the killing centres had medical degrees is, he asserts, "quite beside the point" (p. 219). Moreover, he sets out to show that Nazi eugenics "lacked a true scientific basis" and represented "scientific fraud" (p. 126). With statements like these, Friedlander seems to miss one of the essential points of this story. Indeed, as shown by Robert Proctor in 1989 and by many others subsequently, Nazi programmes against racial minorities and the disabled represented not a vulgar politicization of science, but rather the realization of ideas furthered by many of the leading scientists of the period.
Friedlander himself asks near the end of the book why doctors were always present at these killings, but he finds no satisfactory answer, other than claiming that this was Hitler's wish and their presence facilitated bureaucratic aspects of the procedure. But the fact that it was doctors who ordered and carried out the murder of tens of thousands of disabled Germans seems to be far more than incidental and should be the starting point for a critical engagement with this period and its legacy.
Ultimately, as an argument about technical aspects of Nazi atrocities, Friedlander's book is well-researched, cogent and informative. Yet, in his complete dismissal of the idea of "medicalized killing", he ignores the biologization that characterized German society and politics in this period and thus fails to address the issues that historians of science and medicine, and many students of German history, will find most interesting and urgent.
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The deluge of Schreber scholarship shows no signs of abating. After being psychiatrized, psychoanalysed, historicized, Lacanized and antipsychiatrized, Daniel Paul Schreber's role
